Name: Collin Lynch

Class of works: | amwiting in support of Class #2 (DVD Regi on Codi ng):
Audi ovi sual works stored on Digital Versatile Disks ("DvDs") that are not
available in Region 1 DVD format and access to which is prevented by

t echnol ogi cal neasures.

Summary:

Di sc nane: Tokyo Love Story

The problemis not that | purchased a product and was then unable to play it.
The problemis that "Tokyo Love Story," like many other foreign films, is not
available on a Region 1 or Region O DVD. Therefore | cannot view themw th ny
Region 1 system The Regi on encoding systemis an arbitrary extral egal trade
barrier. It is perfectly legal for ne to inport these DVDs under U S. |aw.
But because of the Region encoding, | am prevented fromwatching them not
because of any fundanmental conpatibility issues, but because of an arbitrary
mar ket i ng deci sion. The Regi on encodi ng system has made U.S. studios the

gat ekeepers of Anerican film Until a filmfinds a U S. DVD distributor or a
foreign distributor takes the tinme and expense to produce DVDs that can only
be used in a foreign country, we here in the U S. cannot watch it. As another
exanpl e, consider the case of "Hero," China's entry to this year's Oscars.

The film has only been shown once or twice in the US. It is not due for a
general release here until sonetinme next year. By that tinme, it will already
be legally available on DVDs in China, Europe, Japan and other areas, but we
here in the U S. will have to wait until its American distributor chooses to
release it. Not only does this prevent ne fromwatching the film when

choose, it permts the distributor to artificially inflate the prices on the
DvD. They will not have to face conpetition from Chi nese DVDs and can
therefore charge me a higher price for what is, essentially, the same product.
That is nothing nore than price inflation and censorship. Therefore, even
though | can legally inport these DVDs under U.S. law | cannot watch them by
Hol | ywood' s Regi on encodi ng system



